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“ BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.” 
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From the journal of the Baptist Missionaries at 
Caicutta, of January, 1823. 


THE REPENTANT BRAHMUN, 


Our friends in England will soon hear 
of the death of Anunda ; but it will be 
matter of thankfulness to them to learn, 
that we have now at. the station another 
brahmun who bids fair to be a second An- 
unda, (Joy) the fruit of Doorgapore sta- 
tron. 

Three yeats ago he was with us for 
some time, and read through Matthew 
and part of Mark, and then left us at the 
importunity, it seems of an elder brother, 
a lawyer inthe native courts, a man of 
vonsequence, and a great opposer of the 
ospel. After three years he unexpected- 
'y returns, and seems more hopetul than 
before. I had quite forgotten that such a 
person had been amongst us, and Paunc- 
hoo seems to have had not the least ex- 
pectation of his returning. Ard after be- 
ing long forgotten by us all, he came one 
night, and walking slowly upto Paunc- 
hoo’s house, exclaimed Brother! “ Who 
are you?”’ was the reply, “I am Bagungee, 
the brahmun, who was with you at such 
atime, and read the Holy Book. J am 
come alone with my life in my hand.” He 
was of course welcomed, supplied with a 
room, and has commenced reading the 
scriptures as before, and is very diligent. 
The Lord deepen conviction upon his 
heart, and give him to his little church 
here, as a brand plucked out of the fire. 
I sincerely trust this instance of divine 
inercy, fer I cannot but hope the hand of 
God is in it, will tend to remove my scep- 
ticism. The many cases wherein we 
have had persons here for a little time, 
who have then abruptly left us, or given 
us cause to dismiss them, produced upon 
our minds a great degree of unbelief, and 
almost a temper of despondency. But 
Ged isto be trusted through all outward 
discousagements. The first conversation 
I had with him, left rather a doubtful im- 
pression upon my mind, but I have been 
better pleased the longer he bas remain- 
ed. The first morning, after a little con- 
versation, he asked me whether or no in- 
fants were accounted sinners, and so in a 
state of condemnation ? Instead of giving 
any direct reply, I recited the passage 
from Luke, “ rea. are there few that be 
saved,” together with the reply Christ 
gave, and took oceasion to insist upon the 





importance of a serious attention to our 
own Salvation, rather than to direct otir 
minds by an uncalled for concern about 
thatin which he had no interest. I have 
had nothing of the sort since, but all has 
appeared serious. 

The Brahmun has been here eight days 
and continues to give increasing satisfac- 
tion. His-diligence in reading the Scrip- 
tures is very pleasing, and the increase of 
Christian knowledge, proportionate. I 
have also perceived a very marked so- 
briety in his deportment. No _ irrever- 
ence and levity, nor any unprofitable re- 
marks. His diligence in reading the scrip- 
tures puts me in mind of that illustration 
of the kingdom of God, in the man who 
went out seeking goodly pearls. He has 
already gone through the four gospels, 
the Acts, and nearly the epistle to the 
Romans. He truly answers the characte: 
of an inquirer, for the whole of his work 
seems to be the attainment of scripture 
truth. Ihave greater hope of him than 
ever I entertained of .Anunda, previous 
to his baptism. He appears to have much 
more application and more determined 
seriousness, though he is an older man 
and therefore it might be expected. In 
our place of worship this morning he 
made some very seasonable remarks to 
the people who were collected to hear. 
If he continues as he has yet gone on, I 
cannot doubt of his turning out a very 
consistent christian, and I begin to hope, 
a usefiil preacher too. -Paunchoo seems 
to takea great deal of pains with him, and 
is nota little delighted with his improve- 
ment. His Brahminical thread, malas, 
&c. he has taken off, and given to brothey 
Penney. With us he at present receives 
his daily food, and has had one piece of 
cloth ; and besides this, I have not heard 
one word upon his worldly affairs, and this 
isno small thing to say. I believe his 
foodis of the very plainest kind, so that 
I know not how he could de with any 
thing less. Being a Brahmun of the Coo- 
ley cast, he might live in luxury, if he 
pleased ; but he says, “ having found the 
way of life,” he has as much as he needs. 
His brother, who is wealthy, or at least in 
good circumstances, says he will maintain 
him ifhe will leave us and go home. He 
says in reply, “ You know I have been 
this way ever since I was here three years 
ago ; and I am and shall be a Christian.” 
Three or four people were sent by his 
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brother to parley with him ; but it was to 
no effect. Nearly a fortnight ago I asked 
him to pray at our evening worship ; but 
he excused himself. I stopped about ten 
days, and then asked him again; he con- 
sented, but was very low and very. short, 
only uttering a few broken sentences. It 
was, however, very gratifying ; for though 
his words were few, they appeared /itly 
chosen. His way of expressing his sense 
of sin appeared very evangelical: we have 
little doubt he will gajn confidence in due 
time. His diligence and. seriousness }»ro- 
mise exceedingly well, and I hope he will 
prove auseful instrument in making the 
truth known to others ; though his utter- 
ance will probably never be so ready and 
forcible as Paunchoo’s. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine. 


LETTER FROM THE REV. JOS. 
' NIGHTINGALE. 


It may be known to many of our rea- 
ders, that this gentleman was in eaily life 
a member of the Wesleyan Methadist So- 
ciety, and that after leaving them, to join 
the Unitarians, in 1807, he published “A 
Portraiture of Methodism,” by no means 
favourable to that system, or to vital and 
experimental godliness in general ; we are 
happy to hear, however, that in a time of 
deep affliction, he has confessed his error, 
and sought a refuge in the atonement he 
had despised, as appears by the following 
letter, which we copy from the Methodist 
Magazine for November. 


“ Peckham, Oct. 25, 1823. 


“ My pear Sir, 

“ To-morrow, should I live to see it 
(which is, I believe, rather doubttful,) I 
shall have attained my forty-ninth year,— 
and about twenty of those years have elap- 
sed since I resigned my ticket as a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Society into your 
hands, Oh, what a twenty years have 
they been! I would give twenty worlds, 
did I possess them, to have them recalled ! 
Twenty years! good God! what a length 
of time !—and that, too, a great part of it, 
spent in the public defence of doctrines, 
which, however plausible at first sight, I 
find now, when death stares me immedi- 
ately in the face, shrink from my grasp, 
and refuse me one gleam of consolation 
against the terrors of a broken law, and 
the horrors of a guilty conscience ! Others 
may, for aught Pinoe, have found refuge 


- 


in what is called ‘Rational Christianity.’ 
To their own Master they stand or fall; [ 
quarrel with no one;—my time is too 
short,—my bodily strength too weak, to 
enter into the intricacies of religious dis- 
pute. I embrace, therefore, a moment’s 
remaining strength, to beg of you, for my- 
self, to protest before the religious public, 
against all doctrines of faith, in which the 
great, and leading, and incontrovertible 
doctrine of Divine Influence, as generally 
taught by evangelical Christians, does not 
form an essential point. If a knowledge 
of salvation by the forgiveness of sin can 
be obtained ; if a man can be able to say 
that he feels the love of God shed abroad 
in his heart,—that Christ dwelleth in him, 
the hope of glory,—that his sins are par- 
doned, and he can call God his reconciled 
Father ; if he can have the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, so as to cry, Abba, Father ;—if he 
can know that he is passed from death 
unto’life, being born again of the Spirit ;— 
if all this can take place, without a cordial 
reception of the doctrines of the Trinity, 
the Atonement, and those other great doc- 
trines usually connected therewith, then I 
would gladly say to such a one, ‘ This is 
the way, walk thou in it.’ But I am com- 
pelled, as far as I feel my own soul con- 
cerned, with all-the seriousness and earn- 
estness of a dying man, to attest, that / 
have made the experiment, and tthas fail- 
ed ; hence, I have been driven once more 
to seek refuge in the Blood of Atonement. 
I cannot give you a long detail ; suffice it 
to say, that I have once more found peace 
and joy in believing ; and that I die hap- 
py, under a sense of the divine pardon, 
obtained for me by by the blood and right- 
eousness of my dear Redeemer and Lord, 
Jesus, the Friend of sinners. ‘ It is the 
Lord’s doing, and marvellous in our eyes’ 
Glory be to sovereign grace ! 

* And now I have only further to re- 
quest of you, that you will give publicity 
to this my solemn protest against the light 
spirit in which *‘ The Portraiture of Me- 
thodism’ was written. 1 am truly sorry 
for having published that foolish book ;— 
fo. the grief it has given to many of the 
dear children of God ;—and for the vile 
and wicked use which, on many occa- 
sions, has been made of the publication. 
Should I, after all, be restored to health, 
it is my intention to publish more at length 
on this all-important subject. 


“ Yours very truly, 
*“ Josepnu NIGHTINGALE.” 
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From the Christian Fastructor. 
MAXIMS OF THE WORLD: 
(Continued from page 602.) . 
Maxim V. We must not be singular in 
our religion. 


That the Christian must mingle with 
the world to a certain extent; that he 
must often be called to witness its follies 
and its crimes; that he must even, in some 
respects, imitate those who make this 
world their portion, are facts which can- 
not be denied. Hence this conclusion has 
not unfrequently been drawn that the dif- 
ference betwixt a Christian, and other 
men, if there be any, ought never to ap- 
pear. He must not pretend to. condemn 
what the majority of his brethren approve. 
He must not dissent from the generally 
received opinions. He must keep his re- 
ligion to bimself, and allow it not to influ- 
ence his ordinary social intercourse. He 
must not aim at more holiness than his 
neighbour, since this, in the opimion of 
some, is the very essence of spiritual pride, 
and the most effectual method of driving 
men from religion. The open and direct 
profession of religion must be reserved for 
certain stated periods, such as the weekly 
return of the Lord’s day. The religion of 
ordinary life must display itself in nothing 
more than in the faithful discharge of rela- 
tive duties. Prayer, meditation, an devo- 
tional exercises, are now grown antiqua- 
ted, and ought therefore to be relinquish- 
ed. 

That the Christian ought not to affect 
singularity, we readily allow ; but that, in 
many respects, he must appear singular, is 
a truth which results necessarily froma the 
very profession he makes. Before the 
case can be otherwise, it must be proved, 
that in every important respect, Chrisuan- 
ity and the world harmonize together. It 
must be proved, that the principles of the 
one are the principles of the other: that 
the spirit of the one is the spirit of the 
other : and that the lines of conduct which 
each recommends, will be found, in all 
cases, to run parallel to one another. 
Whence, we would ask, has arisen the op- 
position, which, in every age, has been 
made to the self-denying doctrines, the 
heavenly precepts, the sublime morality of- 
the Gospel ? How is it, that while men 
aie allowed to be enthusiastic in every 
other pursuit, enthusiasm in religion is 
considered as synonymous with religious 
frenzy ? How is it, that the great Chris- 
tian duties of self-denial, of humility, of 
heavenly mindedness, of abstractien from 
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the world, are despised as indications of a 
mean spirit, and altogether unworthy of 
noble-minded men ? It is evident, that the 
devout feelings and dispositions of love 
and gratitude to God; of zeal for the 
propagation of truth ; and ardent desire 
for the salvation of men, are recommended 
in the sacred page.—We would seriously 
ask, are they in like manner recommend- 
ed by the world ? It is evident that the sa- 
cred Scriptures attribute much to the effi- 
cacy of prayer, and of attendance on sa- 
cred ordinances.—We would again ask, is 
as. much attributed by the world? The 
truth is, Christianity and the world are, in 
every thing essential, directly at variance ; 
and hence, it necessarily follows, that they 
who regulate their conduct by the one, 
must appear singular to those, who obey 
implicitly, the dictates of the other.— 
There is also this important distinction be- 
twixt a Christian and other men, that 
while they:go wherever interest may lead, 
he listens implicitly to the voice of con- 
science, and of duty. When he hesitates, 
therefore, to proceed in a certain course, 
it is attributed to a fickle and changeable 
disposition. When he strenuously refuses 
to lend his aid to a bad cause, he is repre- 
sented as obstinate, and uncomplying. In 
these and a thousand similar cases, he 
must be singular, since conscience and 
duty imperiously demand that it should be 
so. A man of the world is generally dis- 
tinguished by that easy and complaisant 
temper of mind, which leads him to 
overlook the boundaries’ of rectitude 
and of truth; a Christian, on the con- 
trary, is decided in his principles and 
rules of conduct. The one shapes his 
character and life, according to the ever- 
varying suggestions of secular iuterests 
and honours ; the other appeals, on all 
occasions, to one standard, which is im- 
mutable as its Author. 

The reason why the profession and 
practice of true religion attaches to itself 
the charge of singularity, is to be found in 
the degeneracy of modern times, in regard 
to religion. So few are found to list them- 
selves decidedly in the cause of God, that 
when any one, particularly in the higher 
classes, is found zealously and promptly 
to support it, he is looked on as a kind of 
monstrous production in the moral world. 
All eyes are directed towards him. His 
name is associated with a particular class 
of opinions ; it is well if he is not branded 
with certain opprobrious epithets, It is 
certainly no pleasing trait in the character 
of whrat is termed the Ghristiah world, 
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that real religion is so very rare, as to 
bring along with it the charge of singu- 
larity. But because religion is singular, 
are we, on that account, to relinquish our 
pretensions to it ? Once there was a pe- 
riod when knowledge and refinement were 
far more rare, and on this aceount far 
more singular than Vital religion at pres- 
ent is. Had our fathers been deterred by 
the charge of singularity from prosecuting 
their researches and maturing their bene- 
vblent schemes, we should, at this moment, 
have been elevated very little above the 
rank of barbarians. ket us not then fear 
the reproaches of a misguided and un- 
thinking world. Religion, though accoun- 
ted singular by an irreligious multitude, 
is by no means a singular thing in the uni- 
verse of God. It has been patronized and 
practised, more or less, by the wise and the 
good of every age. It is still, we hope, 
exemplified in the lives of many who are 
ornaments to human nature, but of whom 
“the world is not worthy.” It is practi- 
sed, in all its extent, by those nobler orders 
of intelligent beings who fill the higher 
parts of creation. They are grieved to 
find, that to be a friead of Jesus, is consid- 
ered as a singular thing ; and they wonder 
at the perverseness of those who would 
assign this as a reason why the friendship 
of Jesus should be relinquished. Let us 
also derive consolation from the thought, 
that a period is fast approaching, when, 
even on earth, the knowledge and the ser- 
vice of God shall be universal. “ The 
glory of God shall be displayed, and all 
esh shall see it together.” 

It is not my design to specify all the cor- 
rupt maxims which the world is found, 
more or less, to recommend. Those which 
I have stated may serve as a sufficient 
specimen, and they have been selected as 
being most generally prevalent. ‘To one 
charge, and that of no trivial nature, they 
are all liable: their genuine tendency ts to 
lessen the influence of religious truth on 
the minds of men. They are all founded 
on principles altogether different’ from 
those of the Gospel ; and they may be 
viewed as parts of a great system, which 
has been brought into competition with 
that of Christ and his apostles. ‘To this 
system, whether it discovers itself in a cold 
and desolating scepticism, in a professed 
disregard to all religious principle, or in 
the adoption of expediency as the stand- 
ard of duty, it becomes the enlightened 
Christian to be on his guard. For secu- 
rifg him against its pernicious influence, 
’ nothing is better adapted than the steady 
belief of those grand principles which are 
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comprehended in Evangelical Christianity. 
Let these be elevated to the rank of rulin 
and efficient power. Let them be allowe 
to influence the faculties, affections, and 
passions of the soul ; and Jet them be re- 
sorted to as the practical directors of ordi- 
vary life. They will constitute that divine 
armour, which may be found sufficient to 
resist alike the fiery darts of Satan, and 
the less observed, but no less deadly ar- 
rows, of generally. prevalent ungodliness. 
Let the spirit of Christ dwell richly in us ; 
and then shall we be enabled to “ walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called.” 





From the Gospel Advocate. 
REMARKS ON A DEVOUT SPIRIT. 


Christians often mourn the loss of a de- 
vout spirit. They are ashamed at the re- 
luctance with which they fall upon thei: 
knees, and at the alacrity with which they 
rise from them. ‘They complain that their 
devotions are spiritless and unacceptable 
to God, and tedious and uninteresting to 
theinselves. 

Led away captive by Satan, they have 
no heart to sing “the songs of Zion.” 
The praises of God ‘ languish on their 
tongues,’ prayer is a burden, and interces- 
sion, instead of being expressive of spirit- 
ual sympathy, becomes a mere habit of 
praying for those whom they periodically 
recollect. Comparing these unhallowed 
offerings with the “ effectual fervent pray- 
ers” of the righteous man, they discover a 
deplorable deficiency and, partly with de- 
spair, and partly with desire, they exclaim, 
“ O that I were as in montis past, as in 
the days when God preserved me, wher 
bis candle shined upon my head, and when 
by his light I walked through darkness.’ 
(Job xxix. 2.) 

Those who make these complaints. 
have doubtless neglected, or hastily per 
formed their devotions for such a length 
of time, that their affection for the object 
of them has ceased, and a kind of listless 
indifference has succeeded, which is to 
the vigorous exercise of devout feelings 
what the feeble appetite of sickness is to 
the keen relish of health. They have 
allowed the world to assume an import- 
ance which its Creator never intended it 
should: they have been deluded by 2 
power which their own imaginations have 
created, and dazzled by a light which: 
their own sensual desires have enkindled 
Religion has not, however, lost all its in- 
fluence over them, but is allowed stil 
alternately with the wegld, to exert i 
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This divided life is, in every possible view, 
irrational’ and unhappy. When they are 
in the. world, conscience, true as their 
shadow to follow them, breaks in upon 
their vain amusements and interrupts them. 
When they are in the duties of religion, 
the world drives away devotion, and leaves 
a thoughtless and formal service.- Thus 
they resemble a race of beings that should 
live midway between earth and heaven ; 
who, having nv joys of their own, are per- 
mitted to witness, but never to possess tire 
happiness of the one, or the “vain glory” 
ofthe other. Itis safely affirmed of such 
persons that they are miserable. They 
may appear the reverse of this ; externally 
they may be happy and gay ; all without 
may be bright ;—but that littl unknown 
world evithin, which once the sun of right- 
eousness enlightened, is now dark as night ; 
and even its reflected light which caused 
their faces to shine, is now withdrawn. 
They have no confidence to carry their 
wants to Ged, and no expectation of relief 
from any other source. They are empty, 
but not hungry ; and feverish, but not 
thirsty. Spiritiess, and void of motive, 
they go through the duties of life. 

There are doubtless many Clirstians 
who have not so entireiy Jost the spirit oi 
Jevotion, but whose religion is neverthe- 
less joyless, who have ceased to experience 
that “ peace which passeth understand- 
ing.” ‘These persons cease not to pray, to 
read the Scriptures, to attend church, to 
converse on religion, and to give alms. 
But they are not conscious that all these 
are sO many taxes levied to quiet con- 
science, and to leave theme the rest of 
their time unmolested. These are the 
wretched ones who can pass whole days 
together without missing the “light of 
God’s countenance,” who are willing to 
‘eave the joys of his salvation, to any who 
lesire them. These are the wretched 
ones, “ whose hearts, though deserted, can- 
not ache,” who have not the power of 
mourning for their state. These classes 
of undevout christians are*not only in a 
state void of all rational and elevating 
liappiness, but they are in a state of posi- 
tive peru. 

One of the most important cautions 
against losing a devout spirit, is never to 
undervalue devotion. The attention of 
man should be directed first to what is 
most important, and when that is accom- 
plished, next to objects of inferior import- 
ance. Theconcerns of the soul are with- 
out. dispute, the most important. “ For 
vhat is a man profited, if he gain the 

hole world and lose his own soul ? And 
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what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ?” It was in answer to these plain, but 
infinitely unequal comparisons, that a good 
man once charged his friend, first to take 
care of his soul, next of his body, and then 
if he had avy time left, to discharge his 
various secular duties. Prayer has been 
called the breathing of the soul, and is 
therefore as vital to the divine life, as in- 
haling the air is vital to the life of the 
body. If then, a man would not be pro- 
fited thougik he gained the whole world, 
and yet lose a devout spirit, how careful 
should he be never to undervalue it. 

Another caution 6f equal if not greate: 
importance, is, to beware of the interrup- 
tions of Satan. The machinations of this 
“ prince of darkness” are almost sensible. 
He seems to make peculiar efforts to de- 
stroy the prayers of the saints. When a 
Christian is at his devotions, some plan 
of aggrandizement is spread before his 
fancy, in novel and brilliant colours ; some 
duty long neglected assumes a new im- 
portance ; some improvement in business, 
or some subject for speculation, is present- 
ed ; or if the mind be too serious for this, 
some plan of benevolence never before 
thought of: to a minister, some text of 
scripture, opened and divided for study 
is proposed : if the mind’is still ‘more so- 
lemn, resolutions of amendment of life, 
topics for self reproof and self-examina- 
tion are suggested ; perhaps enthusiastic 
views of God’s especial favour, assurances 
of his immediate attention to their re- 
quests, new interpretations, and new ap- 
plications of scripture. What is remark- 
able about all the suggestions, is thei: 
evanescent character. The moment the 
Christian rises from his devotions, or 
leaves the temple of God, all these plans, 
speculations and assurances, take flight or 
sink in impertance, and he wonders they 
should have occupied him. But he won- 
ders only until he begins to pray again. 

It is of the first importance that our de- 
votional exercise be interesting. That re- 
ligion, whose “ ways” are not “ pleasant- 
ness” and “ peace” is not the religion of 
the gospel. if a man has embraced the 
true religion, his devotions should be in- 
teresting. They must be performed in 
such a manner, that the recollections of 
them will be pleasing, and the recurrence 
to them inviting.—There should Be no 
horrors about our closets. We should 
never punish ourselves with long prayers 
or painful postures. Our places of devo- 
tion should be the most retired, but the 
most convenient and the mest comfortable 
apartments in our houses. Our exercises 
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should not be too long.—If sacred music 
animates us, we should sing a hymn. If 
the beauties of nature elevate our thoughts, 
we should view them. If reflection best 
disposes us for communion with God, we 
should enjoy it. Ifthe sound of our own 
voice quickens our devotion, we should 
pray aloud, Whatever has a tendency to 
connect with our devotions associations of 
pleasure of the holiest kind, should not be 
disregarded. 

It is equally important that our devo- 
tional feelings shouid be habitual. There 
is a great difference between praying oc- 
casionally, and a continual flow of devout 
feelings. It is conceivable that a man 
may “ say his prayers” for years, and yet 
never, during the whole period, experience 
devout feelings. A devout spirit must get 
into the very constitution of his soul, if he 
would master the “ disease of our fallen 
nature,” and effer acceptable worship to 
God. 

Such habitual devotion produces ejacu- 
latory prayer. And this sudden and mo- 
mentary direction of the thoughts to God, 
is of great tmportance to the christian. 
There are so many situations of tempta- 
tion when the mere lifting of the eye to 
God will impart strength to the dying reso- 
lution, there are so many moments “ rich 
in blessing,” when the heart should utter 
its swelling emotions, and be ennobled by 
the expressions of its own gratitude ; there 
are so many pangs which are relieved by 
offering this short petition, “ Father thy 
will be done,” that our devotions should 
be habitual as well as interesting. 

In reflecting upon the unhappy and per- 
ilous condition of the undevout worship- 
per, who would not be willing to bestow 
upon the acquisition of a devout spirit, all 
that watchfulness and attention which so 
excellent a grace requires. In reflecting 
upon the pure rational aad exalting plea- 
sures of a devout mind, who would not 
adopt the languge of the pious Cowper : 

O for a closer walk with God ! 
A calm, a heavenly frame, 


A light to shine upon the road, 
hat leads me to the Lamb. 





From the Portiand Mirror. 
THE DYING CONVERT. 


It was during a revival of religion in 
N , that a young minister, in pursu- 
ance of a system of family visitation, start- 
ed one bright morning to visit a man of 
great repute in the town, and as much re- 
puted for infidelity as any thing else.— 
Avoiding the circuitous rout of the road, 








he applied his agility in leaping over the 
fences that enclosed the green meadow and 
growing corm, and having gained about 
half his distance, espied a young man, who 
was soberly engaged in his daily labour. 
The thought flashed across his mind, 
“ shall I not speak to him about his soul 2?” 
His heart kindled in Jove for the honest 
young man, who, though very industrious, 
seemed not to think the time was coming 
when he must die! His countenance did 
not wear that anxiety—that deathlike so- 
lemnity—that melting tenderness, which 
are so frequently discernible in a season 
of the general effusion of the Spirit, and 
which bespeak the inward agitatians of 
the convicted soul. He looked dull; not 
only intellectually, but (a far gloomier 
sight) spiritually dull. He looked as if he 
thought, ifindeed he thought at ail on the 
subject, the end of his life was the end of 
hts existence. 

The messenger of mercy stopped, as he 
came up to him ; then walked around him, 
as if surveying his work, and having lifted 
a prayer for God’s blessing on his attempt, 
asked him, “ Have you too felt any con- 
cern for your soul?” He looked at the 
speaker with a sort of vacant surprise, and 
ufter considerable apparent hesitation 
whether to speak or not, finally replied, 
* No Sir.” “ But do you know how hap- 
py your brother is in Christ ? He. has 
found something, which I fear you know 
nothing about.” ‘“ Has he,” he asked, 
with an appearance of a little more inter- 
est in the subject. His appearance how- 
ever, was very stupid. Yet the preacher 
gave him a solemn waning, and enforced 
it, though upon what seemed to him a 
hopeless object, with this motive ; “ You 
may be in eternity in a short time,” and 
with this remark turned and left hum. 

Having accomplished his business with 
the infidel gentleman, he returned across 
the field, in which the young man was 
still at his labour ; and while passing at a 
distance from him, observed him approach- 
ing with a changed and downcast aspect. 
He seemed to force something through his 
lips ; “I—I have been thinking of what 
you mentioned to me, Sir, said he, and I 
feel strangely.” “ Do you feel as if you 
was a sinner,” was immediately put to 
him. “ Yes I do,” he faltered out. “ Phen 
you must fly to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The evangelist without another word pur- 
sued his way, fearing to touch the work 
of God, which he hoped was begun in his 
soul, and giving him the only direction, 
which is always safe. ) 

An arrow from above had been shot into 
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che heart of the poor labourer, and he was 
afterwards seen bowed down with the 
weight of his sins. No heavenly coasola- 
tion was felt in his heart. He sought re- 
lief from Christians, but they too were 
powerless worms of the dust! He groaned 
under the load of his convictions, but man 
could not. remove it. 

He enjoyed no peace, until, cut off from 
every mortal help, he too found sweet 
refuge in the Saviour of sinners. Then 
he was happy—then the cheerful smile, 
which so peculiarly lights up the counte- 
nance of the lately redeemed convert, 
shone forth in his, with an expression al- 
together new. He had hardly had time 
to speak of his glorious Redeemer to the 
circle of his acquaintance, before he was 
attacked with a disease of great virulence, 
which quickly reduced his athletic form 
‘o a mere skeleton. It was in this situa- 
tion that he began to feel, in a more emi- 
nent degree, the value of a personal in- 
‘erest in the great Redeemer. And here 
I will drop for a moment the thread of 
my narrative, that I may give my reader 
and myself an opportunity to reflect, not 
merely how beautiful religion is at the 
death bed, but how necessary it will be for 
both of usin that trembling hour! Health, 
it may be, has painted her rose on our 
cheek—fancy is creating. her visions— 
»leasure holds up her sweet allurements— 
sold exhibits its glittering charms, but all 
these, what will all these be to us, when 
the king of terrors shall assert Avs claim ? 
The rose of health! He turns it into the 
cold and colourless lily. Visions of Fan- 
cy ! His touch extinguishes them in end- 
less darkness. Pleasure! It dies in his 
embrace, and is exchanged for undying 
pain. 

Gold! millions have had it, and millions 
of it have been possessed, but did the ter- 
rific king ever permit a cent to be carried 
into eternity ? What need, then, will my 
readers or myself have of any of these 
things, when thé chills of death begin to 
creep through our veins? None. Yet 
there is something; which no more feels 
the influence of death than an angel in 
heaven. , 

It is, ah yes, my thoughtless reader, it 
is * the pearl of great price.” Let aman 
butehave this, health is nothing. Death 
may take it away when he pleases. Bright 
fancies are nothing. Pleasure is a fool. 
Ciold is of Jess value than dirt, for a little 
of that he will need to hide his remains 
from the view of others, and to protect the 
deathworm in his silent fotings. Let 3 
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man have this, and he may smile in the 
face of death. 

So did this young man. For six weeks 
his bed of agony presented a scene of 
sweet and holy triumph. He sent messen- 
gers to all his friends, and with great 
leisure, though in much bodily weakness, 
tuld them of the strong supports which he 
felt under the “ inward man,” while the 
outward man was wasting away. They 
could not avoid being affected. They 
wept. He would smile, and wonder how 
they should weep for a soul just on the 
confines of glory. ‘ Weep for your sins, 
my friends, and seek their pardon of Jesus 
Christ,” was his importunate request. 

He asked them to sing a hymn, which 
was much sung by the converts. During 
the singing, his countenance seemed to 
assume a sort of celestial brightness, his 
dying eye kindled for a moment into a 
high and holy expression of mingled love 
and praise, aud when they came to the 
following verse, 


“ Then let me mount and soar away 
To the bright worlds of endless day, 
And sing with raptureand surprise 
His loving kindness in the skies.”’ 


He by ap unwonted effort joined his voiwe 
to theirs, uttering with distinctness and 
emphasis the soul-enrapturing words, and 
shortly after expired ! 


Oh death ! Thou conqueror of conquerors 
Thyself the victory yielded here ; 

‘Thy sting was powerless, welcome thine embrace 
How panted the bosom of that dying youth 

For the pure airs where angels breathe. 

Where lies the Saviour cloth’d in light 


. And where through all eternity no tear 


Js wiped from one bright eye. Bunyan. 


THE WORLD. 
[From the French of Bishop Massillon.} 


“ What is the world even to those who 
love it, who are intoxicated with its plea- 
sures, and who cannot live without it ? 
The worn! it is a perpetual servitude, 
where if we strive to be happy, we must 
kiss its fetters and love its bondage. The 
WORLD! it isa daily revolution of events, 
which create in succession the most vio- 
lent passions, bitter hatreds, odious per- 
plexities, devouring jeajousies and griev- 
ous chagrins. The worxp ! it is @ place 
of malediction, where pleasures themselves 
carry with thein their troubles and afflic- 
tions. In the world there is nothing last 
ing ; neither fortunes the most affluent-- 
nor friendships the most sincere—no: 
characters the most exalted—nor favotrs 
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the most enviable. Men pass their lives 
in agitations, projects, and schemes ; al- 
ways ready to deceive, or trying to avoid 
deception ; always eager and active to 
profit by the retirement, disgrace, or death 
of their competitors; always occupied 
with their feats or their hopes ; always 
discontented with the present, and anxious 
about the future ; never tranquil, doing 
every thing for repose, removing still far- 
ther from it. Vanity, ambition, ven- 
‘geance, luxury, avarice—these are the 
virtues which the world knows and es- 
teems. In the world, integrity passes for 
simplicity ; duplicity and dissimulation 
are meritorious. Interest the most vile 
arins brother against brother, friend against 
friend, and breaks all the ties of blood and 
friendship ; and it it this base motive which 
produces our hatreds and attachments! 
The wants and misfortunes of a neighbour 
find only indifference and _ insensibility, 
when we can neglect him without loss, or 
cannot be reeompensed for our assistance. 

“If we could look into two different 
parts of the world—if we could enter into 
the secret detail of anxieties and inqui- 
etudes—if we could pierce the outward ap- 
pearancés, which offer to our eyes only 
joy, pleasure, pomp and magnificence ; 
bow different should we find it from what 


it appears! We should see it destitute of 


happiness ; the father at variance with his 
child, the husband with his wife ; and the 
antipathies, the jealousies, the murmurs, 
and the external dissensions of families. 
We should see friendship broken by suspi- 
cions, by interests, by caprices ; unions the 
most endearing dissolved by inconsistency ; 
relations the most tender destroyed by ha- 
tred and perfidy ; fortunes the most afflu- 
ent producing more vexation than happi- 
ness ; places the most honourable not giv- 
ing. satisfaction, but creating desires for 
higher advancement ; each one complain- 
ing of his lot, and the mest elevated the 
most unhappy.” 


NEW-HAVEN, FEBRUARY 238. 














GERMANY. 


Germany which a few years since contained a 
great number of infidels, has participated in an 
uncommon degree in the benefits resulting from 
the establishment of Bible Societies. Pure reli- 
gion appears to be reviving. The Rt. Hon. Sir 
G. H. Rose, in a speech delivered before a Bible 
Society in England observed, “ From the period 
of the active operation of these societies, 
jafidelity has been giving way, and there is 


no other assignable cause for this but the in- 
creased attention paid to the holy scriptures. A 
pure spirit of religion is now rising in the north 
of Germany, and the missionaries lately sent 
thence to Sierra Leone, were among the first 
fruits of this revival of German piety.” 

Not only does infidelity appear to be retiring 
before the influence of truth, but the Reformed 
Church is receiving accessions from the Roman 
Cathvlic. In a_ periodical work published in 
Paris, it is stated that on the 6th of April 1823, 
the Roman Catholic Rector of two parishes 
in the Duchy of Baden with a German Noble- 
man, his household and forty other families, em- 
braced the Reformed Religion. 


COLONY AT MESURADO. 


By an arrival at Baltimore, intelligence has 
been received from the colonists, who were in 
good health and spirits. Their trade however is 
interrupted by the contests of the native tribes 
with each other. The ten liberated Africans 
reached Mesurado in safety and returned to their 
several homes. 

“ The fathers of three of them, were trading at 
the setticment when the Fidelity arrived. Their 


mutual joy may be imagined more readily than 


described. The following singular occurrence is 
related of one ofthe ten. On their landing at the 
colony, this man immediately met a pative, who 
had come down from the interior to trade, and 
who \.as the very person that had sold the now 
liberated manasa slave. He had captured him 
in war, and agreeably to custom, sold him as his 
own property; and now (as soon as convinced 
that the free man disclaimed all intention of re- 
venge) accompanied him home.” 





MISSIONARY OPERATIONS, 


It appears from the N. Y. Religious Chroniete 
that a union of the two principal missionary so- 
cieties in this country is in contemplation,—that 
of the American Board of Com. for For. Mis- 
sious, andthe United Foreign Missionary Socie- 
ty. “ Although the officers of the Societies may 
not meet before the middle of the next summer, 
yet there is a hope that the plan will eventually 
be carried into execution.” 

A gentleman at Sandy-Hill, Washington Co. 
N.Y. writes to his friend in this city, that since 
the middle of November last, there have been 
admitted to the Church in that village from 25 to 
30 persons At Glen's Falls, Warren Co. (three 
miles from $ wdy-Hill,) from 15 to 20; and in 
the town of Moreau, Saratoga Co. (about 5 
miles from Sam ‘-Hill,) about one hundred, of 
whom fifty-four j, ‘wed the Church in ane day 
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1$23.} 
To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 


Dear Sir, 


A Jew’s Society hasrecently been formed 
at Canaan, in the State of New- ork, of which 
{am disposed and requested to give you some 
account. j 1 

Mr. Jadownicky, who was at Hudson in the 
month of November, was providentially led to 
spend a day or two at New Canaan. The sight 
of a sonof Abraham, brought back-to the faith 
of his father, caused many a Christian’s heart to 
burn within him, and every Christian esteemed 
himself blessed that he was permitted to see with 
his own eyes a restored Israelite. In Mr. Jadow- 
nicky they saw one, who, though youthful in his 
appearance, was intelligent and manly in plead- 
ing the cause of his brethren. His modesty and 
evident sincerity and zeal secured the interest of 
all for himself and his kindred. That something 
effectual might be done, a meeting was called, 
upon short notice, for the purpose of forming a 
Society auxiliary to the American Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews. At this 
meeting held for convewience at a Baptist meet- 
ing house, were present as ‘ all one ,in Christ,’ 
Bapusts, Methodists, and Presbyterians, forget- 
ting that they were divided in their faith, and 
only emulating each other’s zeal for the restora- 
tion of their elder brethren to the family of their 
common Father. After an address from Mr. J. 
and remarks from others present, it was résolved 
as by one general impulse to form a society, and 
upon calling for subscriptions there was some- 
thing like a rushing of almost the whole assem- 
bly to the Secretaries of the meeting to present 
their names. The Society now consists of one 
hundred members. The place of meeting was 
en the bordets of the three towns, Canaan, New 
Lebanon and Richmond, and from these three 
places the persons came who composed the 
meeting, and have formed the Society. 

The officers were chosen from three denomi- 
nations of Christians. 

The President is the Rev. Azariah Clark, of 
the Congregational Society. 

Vice President, Rev. Mr. Hibbard, of the 
Methodist Society. 

Uriah Edwards, Esq., Treasurer. 

Elder Ira Hall, a Baptist, and others of the 


same denomination, members of the Beard of 


Managers. 

The annual meeting is on the second Wednes- 
day af April. At this, a Sermon is to be deliver- 
ed by the President ; and addresses to be made 
during the transaction of business. 

No other Society has ever been formed within 
my knowledge in this section of. the country 
with so much interest as this. We hope when 
Mr. Frey shall fulfil his appointment to visit the 
New England States, the ensuing summer, to form 
similar Societ es, he will be cordially welcomed, 
by Christians at least, in every town in New Eng- 
Jand ; and that all will be as forward as these ap- 
peared to be, to show that ‘ mercy’ by which the 
outcasts of Israel are to obtain mercy. Precious, 
very precious, are the promises to this rejected 
people. They shall be restored. And it shall 
hereafter be a privilege to be associated with a 
Jew ; a privilege ever to follow in his train. 
For it shall come to pass that ten men out of all the 
languages of the nations shall take hold of the 
skirt of him that is a Jew, saying We will go with 
you ; for we have heard that Yd is with you. May 
every Christian now take such a part in their 
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restoration as he will esteem it an honour to have 
taken, when ungodiliness shall be turned way fron: 
Jacob, and all Israel shall be saved. - 
E. W. Dwieur, Secretary 
of the Society. 
Riehmond, Mass. Feb. 20th, 1824. 


TRANSLATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


The Baptist Missionaries at Serampore have 
published their “* Ninth Memoir on the Transla- 
tions.’’ It appears from this document that besides 
the Chinese the New Testament has been. pub- 
lished in twenty of the Indian languages. The 
sizth edition in Bengalee, is in the press, and a 
second edition of the Version in four other lan- 
guages is also in progress ; viz. in the Hindec, 
Sanscrit, Orissa and Mahratta. A second edition 
of the Gospels in Chinese has also been publish- 
ed.—The translation into Bengalee was the first 
whiclt was undertaken. It was commenced in 
1794 and finished in 180]. 

Versions in ten other Languages are also pub- 
lishing, the printing of seven of which has advan- 
ced through more than half of the New Testa 
ment. 

Second editions of the Versions of the Old Tes- 
tament, in Bengalee and Sanscrit have advanced, 
the first to the 20th chap. of 1 Sam.,;the second, 
to the 3Ist chap. of Exodus. ‘The missionaries 
are also printing versions of the Old Testameut 
in-the Orissa, and Mahratte, and in four other 
languages. The completion of the whole Bible 
in Chinese at the Serampore Press, we mentioned 
in a former paper. 


Want of more ample Funds. 


To the state of the General Fund, we 
now intreat permission to call the public 
attention ; as upon it are now lying four 
translations of the Old Testament still go- 
ing forward ; and the second editions of 
the Old Testament and those of the New, 
which circumstances render highly neces- 
sary. ‘This Fund has been so low, that we 
have been constrained to lay aside the 
translation of the Old Testament in most 
of the languages, till some future and more 
favourable opportunity. 

The expense of the First Versions oi 
the New Testament we do not mention 
here ; because the generous liberality of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, in 
pledging themselves for the payment o! 
9001. towards defraying the expense oi 
printing 1000 copies of each, in pursuance 
of the plan begun by the late excellent 
Mr. Hey, has relieved us from all anxiety 
respecting them. They have done fat 
more. They have been our best support 
relative to the General Fund for transla- 
tions : for, in addition to the sums which 
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they have voted for the First Versions, 
they have been pleased, in the past year, 
to vote 20001. in aid of the General Fund ; 
which has, in fact, kept us from absolutely 
sinking, while striving to carry forward 
these editions. 

The balance against this Fund, at the 
present moment, exceeds 10,000 rupees. _ 

We have reason to hope, however, that 
if the second and succeeding editions of 
the Scriptures, in those languages wherein 
the diffusion of light around so imperiously 
requires them, be once brought through 
the press, they will form a supply for some 
years to come, o: at least not soon be all 
required at exactly the same time. It is 
true that the greater part of Eastern Asia 
will be still without the Old Testament, 
and a considerable part still without the 
New ; but the generous aid of the public 
in the next two or three years, will then 
have given the New Testament to nearly 
every province of India in its own dialect, 
and the Old Testament in those most ex- 
tensive aod important. 

In the full confidence, therefore, that 
He will not forsake His own work, the Se- 
rampore Missionaries desire to ackuow- 
ledge their obligations to the God of all 
Grace, for His boundléss goodness to them 
in this work Jnitherto ; and to the friends 
of religion everywhere, and especially to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, for 
fhe generous support afforded them even 
from the beginning, intreating their sup- 
plications on their behalf, as long as it shall 
please God to continue then in this work. 





CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Twenty-Fifth Annual Narrative of Mis- 
sions performed under the direction of the Trus- 
tees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut kas 
been published.—The amount of contributions in 
May last was $2584,36. The contributions in 
the new settlements the last year amounted 
to $278,863; sundry donations $3510,19; in- 
terest on bonds, notes and stock §1505,65 In 
the “ sundry donations” is included $2658, the 
legacy of the late Dr. Everest of Canton.—The 
payments to Missionaries, with the cost of books 
tor distribution and other expenses, amounted 
the last year to $6929,26. The number of books 
sent to the New Settlements the last year was 
2578. The whole number which has been scat 
since the establishment of the Society is 47,802. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Society at 
Hartford, Jan. 14th 1824, the following votes 
were passe d. 


Voten, That the several Charitable 
Societies, and individuals, who have made 


‘donations, the past year, to the Missiona. 


ry Society of Connecticut, be, and the 
hereby are, requested to accept the thanks 
of this Board, for their liberality. 


Vortep, That the thanks of this Board, 
be presented to the Executor of the last 
Will and Testament of Dr. Solomon Ey. 
erest, late of Canton, for his early and 
prompt attention to the will of the deceas. 
ed, with reference to the Bequest made by 
him to the Missionary Society of Connec. 
ticut ; and that the Board entertain a high 
respect for the memory of Doctor Everest, 
and desire duly toappreciate his pious lib- 
crality, as manifested in the disposal of his 
property. 

A true copy of Record, 

Attest, Samuen WHitTLesey, 
Secretary. 


We shall make such extracts from the Report, 
as will give our readers agencral view of the op- 
erations of the Society. 


I. Inthe Western Counties of New- 
York, four Missionaries have been employ- 
ed, viz. Rev. Mess’rs William: Fisher, Eli- 
hu Mason, John Spencer and Stephen 
W. Burritt. 

The Rey. William Fisher was appoint- 
ed to labour in the counties of Otsego, 
Delaware and Chenango. Since his last 
appointment, however, his services have 
been devoted to bis own pastoral charge in 
Meridith, and to several other congrega- 
tions in the vicinity, where the expenses 
ofhis labours have been defrayed by the 
voluntary subscriptions of the people to 
whom he has preached. His last mis- 
sionary journal is dated January 24, 1823, 
and specifies the labour of two weeks only, 
in the town of Delhi, performed the prece- 
ding year. In the communication referred 
to, Mr. Fisher observes, “I had laboured 
in this place (Dethi) before as a missionary, 
as there was a smali church kere belong- 
ngto our Presbytery. A great attention 
to religion began here in the spring, and 
though I had not intended to go out on a 
mission at that time, I was urged to spend 
a week or two with them. While I was 
with them, the work of the Lord seemed 
to go on with power. I preached or at- 
tended prayer meeting almost every day. 
The littl Presbyterian church here, 
which had been very low and almost brok- 
en down, has been considerably revived 
and enlarged. It wasa most interesting 
day, when that broken church met togeth- 
er, renewed covenant, and had a number 
added to them. ‘Their numbers have been 
increased about one third. Six adults were 
baptized.” 


we 











1824. | 


The Rev. Elihu Mason was appointed, 

in August, 1822, to perform missionary 
jabour, in the Holland Purchase, for the 
term of of one year. From his journal it 
appears, that during the fifty-two weeks 
employed in the service of the Society, he 
preached two hundred nnd sixty-four ser- 
inons, admitted fourteen persons to the 
communion of the church ; organized one 
church ; several times administered the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s sup- 
per; attended many meetings for prayer and 
religious conference ; visited families and 
schools; and taught the gospelfrom house to 
house as time and circumstances would per- 
mit. In one of his communications,Mr,Ma- 
son remarks, The tract of country which 
I have visited lies south of the great road 
which leads through Batavia to Buffalo, 
and west, nigh half the distance fromm Gen- 
esee river to Lake Erie. It is thirty or 
forty miles in length, and not much short 
ofthat in breadth. Within this territory, 
there are two settled ministers. In most 
of the places which I have visited, churches 
have been formed, and no doubt will be, 
in every place. Ithas been my objeet, as 
far as practicable, to persuade two or more 
churches to unite aud procure a clergy- 
man, which has generally been approved 
of by the inhabitants ; and in one or two 
instances will soon be effected. Great 
gratitude has every where been expressed 
tothe Missionary Society for my !abours; 
and in every place I have found pious peo- 
ple from New England, whose hearts have 
been made glad by my services.” In one 
part of his journal Mr. Mason speaks of 
an interesting revival of religion in War- 
saw, which, he says, under date of Sep- 
tember 14th, “ still continues and is very 
deep and heart-searching, in all the sub- 
jects.” 

Il. In the Northern Counties of Penn- 
sylvania, and the adjacent Counties of 
New York, two missionaiies only were em- 
ployed the last year, by the Trustees, viz. 
Rev. Mess’rs. Oliver Hill and Ebenezer 
Kingsbury. 

The Rev. Mr. Hill has given an ac- 
count-of fourteen weeks, occupied in mis- 
sionary labour. In this period, he travelled 
six hundred and twenty miles, preached 
seventy-seventy sermons, administered the 
sacraments where convenience permitted, 
and performed other services in schools 
and families as opportunity presented, Mr. 
Hill observes, “This field, in which so 
much good has been done by the instru- 
mentality of missionaries, is yet a moral 
wilderness presenting, only here and there 
a cultivated fruitful spot. Stillit anpears 
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thatthe influence of Ciiristian doctrines 
and precepts is on a gradual increase. 
During the year past revivals of religion 
were witnessed in Windsor, N. Y. Athens 
and Pike, Pa. and favourable things in 
some other places. It is proper here to 
mention that these revivals do not increase 
the property of the church materially, so 
that the prospects of locating ministers at 
present, are but very little better, than they 
were several years ago. Missionary labours 
are still needed and expected. The good 
people are pleased with, and thankful for, 
missionary labours, and often express de- 
sires for more. The people of the world 
are generally civil to missionaries, and in- 
vite them to their houses.” 

Tbe Rev. Mr. Kingsbury has continued 
his labours in the same field that he has 
cultivated for several years past. His 
journal of missionary service specifies 
thirty-one and an half weeks, during which 
he travelled one thousand three hundred 
eighty-two miles, preached one hundred 
fifty-nine sermons, and visited three hun- 
dred fifty-six families, besides performing 
the various other labours to which a mis- 
sionary is called, in a ccuntry where the 
institutions of religion are not regularly 
enjoyed. Atthe close of his jourmal, Mr. 
Kingsbury says, “ My missionary labours 
were, the past year, snore pleasant than 
usual. The meetings were more full and 
solemn, than in precding years. I have 
witnessed some special revivals of religion.” 
Mr. Kingsbury here mentious several 
places, in which there has been considera- 
ble excitement in the things of religion, 
and numbers have hopefully been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth. He then 
adds, “ The little churches scattered in 
this wilderness, would be almost wholly 
destitute of the bread of life, if it were not 
for the labours of missionaries. The des- 
olations of Zion are great, in this part of 
the land. ‘There is a tract of country two 
hundred by one hundred miles, with a pop- 
ulation of more than fifty thousand inhab- 
itants, and only seven ordained Presbyte- 
rian ministers. From this slight view of 
the state of this country, you may see the 
great need of the labours of missionaries. 
Besides the members of the churches, there 
are individual christians who are scattered 
in this part of the land, who are hunger- 
ing for the bread of life. These must be 
fed ; but how can they be fed but by the 
labours of missionaries? I have been re- 
ceived, this year, with as much cordiality 
and affection as in any preceding year 
I thank God that I am able to !abour in 
the vineyard of our Lord.” 
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If. New Connecticut is a tract of 
country to which the Trustees have, for a 
long period, directed their attention, and 
in which more missionary labour has been 
performed, than in any other similar por- 
tion of our western settlements. In this 
section of country, every revolving year, 
exhibits more and more clearly, the utility 
of missionary efforts. It is to the opera- 
tions of the Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut, under the smiles of Divine Pro- 
vidence, that this interesting portion of 
country is indebted, for the moral and re- 
ligious privileges which are now enjoyed. 
A state of society there exists, in several 
townships, which, in some respects, is not 
inferior to what is enjoyed in New Eng- 
Jand. Most of the missionaries, employed 
in this field, bave pastoral charges, and oc- 
cupy only such portions oftheir time, in mis- 
sionary labour, as are not devoted, by con- 
tract, to their respective congregations; 
and for such portions of their labour only, 
do they receive remuneration from the 
Missionary Society. For the sake of con- 
venience, and from a conviction that their 
labours would be more efficient, the mis- 
sionaries have apportioned their field into 
several circuits, on each of which, two, 
three or more of them, sueceed each 
other in their labours, at regular periods. 
The result of this measure, so far as it is at 
present known, is thought to be highly fa- 
vourable. By this arrangement, the peo- 
ple are better able to regard the appoint- 
rnents of the missionaries, and to profit by 
aheir_instructions. As a consequence of 
this arrangement, it often happens that the 
same facts are noticed by different mis- 
sionaries, and call forth similar observa- 
tions, in their respective journals. So far 
aus this coincidence appears, it will be 
needless to repeat their respective state- 
ments. The missionaries who were em- 
ployed in this region, the past year, are as 
follows. 

Rev. Alfred H. Betts; Rev. Harvey 
(Coe; Rev. Giles H. Cowles, D. D.; Rev. 
Nathan B. Derrow ; Rev. Flavel S. Gay- 
lord; Rev. William Hanford ; Rev. Lu- 
ther Humphrey ; Rev. Jonathan Leslie ; 
Rev. Amasa Loomis; Rev. Caleb Pitkin. 
At the close of his journal, dated Septem- 
ber 8th, Mr. Pitkin says, “Your informa- 
tion, that the fuads of the Society will not 
permit them to send more labourers into 
this part of the vineyard, is what [ have 
been expecting we must soon hear, and for 
some time, [ have been fabouring to im- 
press this sentiment upou the minds of the 
people in this region. Yet many of our 
hurches and societies ygust fer some time 





to come, depend principally upon charity 
for the ministerial labours they enjoy, 
Some are able and disposed to settle min- 
isters if they could obtainthem. But oth- 
ers are not able ; and the places, where 
this is the case, are numerous. Many. are 
small and feeble, and surrounded by sec- 
tarians. These will still look to your be- 
nevolent Society for aid, while struggling 
to maintain their existence; and we hope 
for hearts gratefully to acknowledge the 
favours continually received from the land 
of our father’s sepulchres.” 

The Rev. John Seward has laboured fo; 
the Society twenty-three weeks, Mr. Se- 
ward has a parochial charge i Aurora. 
In his communication of April 8th, he 
mentions the meeting of the Portage 
Presbytery the preceding week, and then 
adds, “ Since the annual meeting in 1822, 
nine new churches have been formed, and 
about one hundred persons added to the 
cliurches before organized. Some of these 
were professors before, and some, the fruits 
of revivals in preceding years. Forty- 
two churches now belong to this Presbyte- 
ry. Wehave only ten ministers, and one 
of them, Mr. Coe, is attached to the Miami 
Mission among the Indians ; so that there 
is but one minister to about five churches, 
besides the many destitute towns where no 
churches are organized.” After alluding 
tothe circuits inte which the misstonary 
field has been divided, Mr. Seward ob- 
serves, * Whether all or any of us canen- 
dure the labour of preaching twelve or 
fourteen sermons in two weeks and in the 
mean time, riding from a hundred toa 
hundred and fifty miles, besides attending 
to many other duties of a missionary at 
the same time, can be determined only by 
actual experiment. We shall try.” Under 
date of November 6th, Mr. Seward says, 
“{ will conclude this letter with a brief 
statement. About twelve ycars ago a min- 
ister of the gospel,sent by the Missionary So- 
ciety of Comneeticut, came on to the West- 
ern Reserve. A revival of religion com- 
menced ia a short time after his arrival in 
the place where he had received a call to 
settle. In consequence of that revival, 
two young men, subjects of the work, went 
to New England, and received an educa- 
tion in Yale College. Oneof them has since 
pursued a course of theological studies at 
Andover, and has been recently ordained 
as an Evangelist. The other, who gradu- 
ated in September last, is about to study 
theology in the state of Ohio. From the 
church in the place where these two young 
men belonged, another young man has 
since gone to Yale College, and having 








1624-} 


ihe gospel ministry in view is now a mem- 
ver of the senior class in that institution, 
This statement would afford occasion for 
a number of interesting reflections, had I 
room to make them. Here is but one item 
of the benefits apparently resulting from 
the labours of one missionary in one place. 
To those who may wish to see Zion’s 
walls filled with watchmen, this may be an 
encouraging circumstance.” 

The Rev. Israel Shailer is stationed at 
Richfield, and has performed twenty 
weeks missiouary service. 

The Rev. Charles B. Storrs has for- 
warded his journal of missionary labour of 
fourteen and an half weeks. One half of 
the time of Mr. Storrs is devoted to the 
church and congregation in Ravenna, for 
which he is paid by that people. His last 
journal was dated May 30, 1823. In re- 
gard to missionary labours, ke says, “I have 
been much encouraged by the attention 
and interest manifested, almost invariably, 
in hearing the gospel. The people seem 
to appreciate, in some good degree, the 
value of christian ordinances, and to feel 
grateful to those, by whose beneficence 
they are partially supplied. 

The Rev. Randolph Stone resides at 
Morgan. His journals of missionary service, 
extending from August 23, 1822 to Octo- 
ber 30, 1823, specifyforty-one weeks spent 
on account of the Missionary Society. 
He has repeatedly witnessed the efforts of 
sonre of the extravagant errorists, whe are 
found in that region of country, and whose 
influence is highly prejudicial to the pro- 
gress of evangelical truth. After giving a 
description of a scene which passed under 
his own observation, in which was most 
clearly exhibited the power of iguorance, 
and art, and impiety, in producing unhap- 
py and dangerous delusions, he remarks, 
“Tam now pretty well confirmed in an 
opinion, half formed before, that it is not 
in the province of human ingenuity to de- 
vise a system of religion or philosophy, 
so absurd, or so false, or so ridiculous, as 
ot to find its obstinate adherents, if not its 
voluntary martyrs.” 

The Rev. Lot B. Sullivan has !aboured 
for the Missionary Society thirty and an 
half weeks. From his journal it appears 
that, in his opinion, the interests of reli- 
gion are gradually increasing, although he, 
as well as other missionaries, sees much to 
deplore, and feels many discouragements. 
He says, * Missionaries who labour here 
need the prayers of their patrons as much 
as they do their temporal support. I ap- 
prehend it must be very difficult for most 
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clergymen in Connectucut to have but 
faint ideas of the trials which some of their 
missionary brethren in the west, are called 
to experience. But blessed be the name 
of Christ, in the commission which he has 
given to his ministers, he says, “ Lo! Tam 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.” 

The Rev. Joseph Treat has spent 
twenty-six weeks in missionary labour, 
travelled sixteen hundred miles, and 
preached one hundred eighteen sermons. 
Mr. Treat unites his testimony, with that 
of other missionaries, to the kindness, affec- 
tion and respect, with which the people o! 
that country receive the missionaries sen: 
to them by the Missionary Society of Con 
necticut. 

The Rev. Ephrain T. Woodruff has 
transmitted his journal up to Decembe: 
10, 1823, in which he has given an ac- 
count of thirty-one weeks, employed in 
missionary labours. In reference to a 
particular township, which he visited, Mr 
Woodruff says, “ This is one of the young 
est settlements in this region—a few ex- 
cellent peoplein it. ‘Truly there is some- 
thing remarkable, in the dispensations of 
Providence,. towards most of these new 
townships, in loeating some one or morr, 
pious, intelligent and vatuable citizens iv 
them, as leaders in all their religious as 
semblies, when they have not a missions 
ry among them.” Mr. Woodruff repeat 
edly notices, in his journal, the efforts 
made, the past season, to provide for the 
education of pious young men for the gos 
pel ministry. Suhscriptions, to a consid 
erable amount, payable in lands and the 
produce of the country, have already bec: 
obtained for that benevolent object. Sev 
eral male and female associations have 
been formed, to promote the same objec’ 
The friends of the institution seem to be 


fully apprised of some of the difficulties. 


which are to be encountered in this be- 
nevolent undertaking, but they hope te 
persevere in their efforts, and believe that 
with a divine blessing, they shal! ultimate 
ly succeed. 

The Rev. Simeon Woodruff has pe: 
formed the labour of twenty-five weeks. 

The Rev. Daniel W. Lathrop received 
a missionary commission in the course cs 
the past autumn, to labour in the Westery: 
States. He is now probably in New Con 
necticut; no intelligence, however, has 
been received from him, since he!eft New- 
England. 

All the missionaries, stationed in New 
Connecticut, whose hbours are indee 
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abundant, seem to agree in the opinion, 
that much more needs to be done, in that 
flourishing section of our country, than it is 
possible for them todo. More help is re- 
peatedly and importunately solicited. 
There are many congregations already 
able to support the preaching of the gos- 
pel, one half, or one fourth part of the time, 
and are very desirous to obtain ministers. 
‘They all look to New England, and par- 
ticularly tothe Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut, to supply their wants. 

(T'o be concluded.) 





For the Religious Intetligancer . 
CALL FOR TRACTS. 
LETTER II. 

From a Clergyman in Kentucky. 


“Tam much gratified to learn that so 
much success attends the efforts of the 
American Tract Society, and that it occu- 
pies so conspicuous a place amung tne 
various means which are in operation for 
the salvation of souls. I think I shall be 
able to form four Auxiliary Societies in 
the four congregations of which I have the 
charge, in this town and vicinity. All to 
whom I have communicated this intention 
are anxious for its immediate adoption. 
As this town is in the centre of the State 
and surrounded with a dense population, 
{ think it would be @ suitable place to es- 
iablish a Depository. If you should think 
proper to make it one, I will cheerfully 
superintend it without any expense to 
your Society. I think a number of Tract 
Societies may be formed among the 
twenty churches of which the Association 
consists. I shall take the earliest oppor- 

_tunity to invite their attention to it. Should 

you determine to establish a Depository 
in this place, [ wish you would, as soon 
as possible, send 100,000 pages, or more. 
tthink Tecan sell them in a short-time. 
The people are anxious for this sort of 
‘eading and will readily purchase them.— 
The silver and gold are in the hands of 
ihe Lord, and may we not be assured, that 
the kingdom of our Saviour will be ex- 
tended, till it shall cover the habitable 
tlobe.” 


LETTER IV. 


!‘rom a Gentleman in one of the central 
Counties of Ohio. 


“T have just now learned for the first 
tine, where to apply for Tracts. The 
section of country bordering on the settle- 
ment wherein I reside, is almost literally 


in a state of heathenism, from the want of 
schools and ministers of the Gospel. In 
view of the deplorable state of morals in 
the greater part of our community, I have 
often thought that great good might be 
done by the circulation of Religious T'racts; 
and am confident, that with the exertions 
of a few—our little few—of the pious fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, much good might be 
done. Still it would be but as a mite that 
we could do to aid the fund of the Ame. 
rican Tract Society ; but that tittle, 
through the interposition of Divine provi- 
dence, might be blessed as a means of 
awakening some poor sinner, and saving 
his precious soul. 

If you will place a Depository of Tracts 
under my care, I will do all I can to render 
it useful ; and if the Society knew the des- 
titute situation of the poor mortals around 
me, I am confident, they would rexdily 
join in bestowing upon them means,through 
grace, of directing them in the way of sal- 
vation. 

May the blesslng of Heaven descend 
upon all who are endeavouring to Jead the 
fallen sons of Adam from death into life 
eternal.” 


——-— 


“EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 


A brief view of Dr. Sprine’s Sermon on 
Education, preached recently before the 
Orphan Asylum in New York. 


Our first general inquiry is, what are 
those particulars in the education of chil- 
dren to which the mind of parents ssould be 
specially directed. 1st. Habits of .subor- 
dination should be formed, (the mischiefs 
of the alternative and benefits that might 
be expected from this measure, were clear- 
ly displayed.) 2d. Habits of industry. It 
is fashionable to bring up our daugh- 
ters in splendid uselessness—one fruitful 
source of misery is the consciousness felt 
by persons so educated of being without 
value as members of society. Industry is 
a great prevention of temptations. 3d, 
The choice of companions for them so far 
as it may be controlled.—To 16 or 18 
years of age children should be kept at 
home, and find their companions there 
under the mother’s eye—especially is this 
true in large cities—this period is the most 
dangerous in the life of the child in refer- 
ence to the formation of his character. I 
decry the practice of those who ridicule 
the home sickness of youth—this feeling 
arises from some of the most amiable and 
valuable traits in their character.—If wé 
cannot command piety we should require 
principles of honeur too high to admit of 
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association with low company. 4th. The 
rank this world should hold in their es- 
In ‘eem—we are apt to make the world ap- 

ar of too much importance. When we 
seek for them too eagerly worldly prosper- 
in ity, we seek their ruin. Sth. But the grand 
object in the education of children, is their 


cls; . 
one religious instruction. “ Seek first the king- 
fol. dom of God.” To the religious character 


be of children, every thing should be subor- 


hat dinate. Here is the sin of neglect in at- 
ne. rention to the instruction of children chief- 
tle, ly found. We cannot expect them to be 
vi. vious without anxious and persevering ef- 
of fe (orts—means must be employed for this as 
ng for any proposed object. 

* JI. What is the measure to be adopted 
Cts forthe attainment of the end. Ist. The 
ler most important is example. This is the 
Bs. ineasure that operates soonest and most ef- 
nd fectually, especially when it is the example 
ly of a parent,—subordination and industry 
zhi are thusbest enforced. The son generally fol- 
if lows the father, and the daughter the moth- 

er. Example has a powerful influence in 
1d religion. ‘The inufinence of evil example is 
e proverbial Success in the education of 


fe children is in vain expected without the 
influence of example. 2d. Frequent and 
well digested instruction, particularly re- 
ligious instruction, by the Bible, hynins, 
catechisims, religious conversation on suit- 
n able occasions but not to surfeit or to 
€ be too short and unfrequent.—It must also 
be affectionate—3d. Much advantage 
will be found in gaining the confidence of 
children. We should show them we are 
their best friends. ‘They should be famil- 
arized to our society. We should not be 
severe, but unyielding and regular in our 
sovernment—never capricious—caprice 
will spoil any child.—(The question of the 
propriety of corporal panishment in the 
zovernment of children was here taken up, 
ind the speaker expressed himself as deci- 
edly in favour of it on suitable occasioas. 
—He adduced the authority of Solomon 
and Dr. Johnson.) We should never ex- 
oress regret afterward. The kisses and 
aresses sometimes Javished as a sort of 
‘tonement are of ruinous effect. There 
nould be a unity in the views of the 
arents in instruction and government. 
th. Much may be eflected by prayer—spe- 
ial occasions should he set apait for 
orayer in behalf of our children. 
Il. Motives to faithfulness in this 
uty. ist. The intrinsic importance of 
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‘te child——-Moses, Solomon, and Paul, 
Newton, Locke, and Bacon, were children. 
Children are made little lower than the 


This point is to. be considered in 
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in relation to both worlds. 2d. The rela- 
tion which children sustain to parents is a 
strong metive. They are entrusted tw 
them by the Deity, and to parental guid- 
ance in all their interests. Parents not 
feeling this relatior, are justly compared to 
the ostrich of the desert. 3d. Children iv 
proportion to their religious education, 
become valuable to society in church and 
state. Our sons are soon to be rulers of 
Our most important concerns. Our daugh- 
ters the mothers who shall form the char- 
acters of succeeding youth. The next 
generation takes its impress from the pre- 
sent. Whocan estimate the consequen- 
ces of neglecting the religious educatien of 
our children. 4th. The peculiar encour- 
agement contained in the promises of God, 
“The generation of the upright shal! 
be blessed.” Ifit be said, the children ot 
pious parents are as bad as others—let the 
fault hie in the right place. But it is not 
true. “Christian families are as much 
the nursery of the church on earth, as she 
is ofthat in heaven.” Let pareuts consid- 
er which of their children they are willing 
to’ lose before they determine to neglec: 
their religious instruction.—[ Rel. Ch. 





SUMMARY, 


The Tieasurer of the United Foreign 
Missionary Society acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $1089,45 in the month of Jan-. 
uary. 


The receipts of the Boston Society fo: 
the moral and religious instruction of the 
poor during the year ending Nov. 13, 182¢ 
amounted to $3,345, and the expenditures 
to $2,151. 


Tiere are SS students in the Missio: 
ary Seminary at Basle in Switzerland. 


The youths (eight in number) sent te 
England from Madagascar have advanced 
rapidly.in various branches of knowledge 
“ Two years ago they knew nota word 
English, and were totally ignorant ot 
Christianity. They have now reached 
the highest class in the School, where the: 
are placed, and shew by their answers, 
that their knowledge of the leading trut!. 
of Christianity is correct.” 


A work conducted by members of the 
Mendon Association, and entitled the 
Christian Magazine is published monthly, 
at Providence, R. I, 


“The Westminster Review,” a pubti- 
cation to be continued quarterly, is an 
nounced in England. 
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POETRY. So may the harp of Gabriel sound, 


from the Connecticut Mirror. 


ON THE DEATH OF MR. WOODWARD, AT 
EDINBURGH. 


‘ The spider's most attenuated thread, 
** Js cord—is cable, to man's tender tie 
“ On earthly bliss ; it breaks at every breeze.’’ 


Another! ‘tis a sad word to the heart 

Cinat one by one has lost its hold on life, 

From all it lov’d or valued, fore’d to part 

In detail. Feeling dies not by the knife 

hat cuts at once and kills—its tortur'd strife 

Is with distilled affliction, drop by drop 

Vozing its bitterness. Our world is rife 
With grief and sorrow : all that we would prop, 
Or would be prep’d with, falls—when shall the 

ruin stop ! 


I'he sea has one, and Palestine has one, 
And Scotland has the last : The snooded maid 
Shall gaze in wonder on the stranger’s stone, 
And wipe the dust off with her tartan plaid— 
And from the lonely tomb where thou art laid, 
Turn to some other monument—nor know 
Whose grave slic. passes, or whose name she 
read— 
‘Whose loved and honoured relics lie below, 
Whose is immortal joy, and whose is mortal woe: 


There is a world of bliss hereafter—else 

Why are the bad above—the good beneath 

rhe green grass of the grave ? The Mower 
fells 

Fiowers and briers alike. But man _ shall 
breathe 

(When he his desolating blade shall sheathe 

And rest him from his work,) in a pure sky 

Above the smoke of. burning worlds,—and 
Death 


On scorched pinions with the dead shall lie, 
When time, with all his years and centuries, has 


pass’d by. 
THE GRAVE OF PARSONS. 


ifreen as Machpelah’s honoured field, 
Where Jacob, and where Leah lic, 
Where Sharon's shrubs their roses yield, 
And Carmel’s branches wave on high ; 

So honour'd, so adorn’d, so green, 

Young Martyr! shall thy grave be seen. 
Oh! how anlike the bloody bed 

Where pride and passion seek io lie ; 
Where Erith isnot! where hope can shed, | 
No tear of holy sympathy : ’ 
Where withering thoughts shall drop around 
in dampness, on the lonely mound, 
On Jordan’s weeping willow trees 

Another holy harp is hung ; 

{t marmurs in as softa breeze, 

is e’er from Gilead’s balm was flung, 
When Judah’s tears in Babel’s stream 
Dropt, and when“ Zion wastheir theme,” 





In the high heaven, to welcome thee ; 
When, rising from the holy ground 

Of Nazareth and Galilee, 

The saints of God shall take their flight 

In raptures to the realms of light. lbie 


From the Woodstock Monitor. 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO PIOUS SCHO00) 
TEACHERS. 


Dear Sir,—I was lately journeying in the wes. 
tern part of the State of New York, when I found 
myselfin the vicinity of a spot, which had enjoye, 
the labours and the prayers of the lamented Re, 
Levi Parsons in the capacity of a common schoo! 
teacher. Of all the great and inestimable goo 
which his labours were the instrument of proc» 
ring to the miserable and wretched slaves of » 
tan, perhaps nothing can be named which ex 
ceeds the growth of that grain of mustard-see: 
which appears to have sprung up in consequence: 
of his labours here. He was providentially j 
troduced to this section of country in the last ye: 
of his academic studies. lt was a wide sprea? 
moral wilderness ; no Sabbath was known, w 
less by the greater numbers and zeal with whic) 
seats of dissipation and vice were filled ; no gos. 
pel of the glory of Christ was preached ; scarce! 
no plant of grace appeared; but vice alov: 
spread her luxuriant and baleful fotiage over a! 
the community ; embracing an extensive rang 
of towns, and a numerous and increasing popule- 
tion. He was the first who unfurled the banner: 
of the cross in this section of the wildernes: 
One year subsequent, I was present where a few 
followers of Immanuel had been gathered be- 
neath those banners through his unseen instru- 
mentality. Heads of families were then alone 
reckoned among those disciples of the cross : bu: 
they were amazing trophies of Almighty grace 
Yes, they stood amazed at themselves, while they 
dared to hope that they were rescued from the pit. 
to which they had been urging their rapid career 
with their households. Ten years have now 
elapsed ; the fathers and the sons, the mother: 
and the daughters together, are now assemblec 
around the board of their common Lord, having 
“‘ presented -.their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God.” . 

You may imagine my emotion when the cata- 
logue of those, who were youth of the wildest, 
radest habits in his school, was almost all re- 
hearsed to me in enumerating the exemplar 
members of the visible church, on the ground 
where he was, ten years ago, endeavouring, un 

der so apparently discouraging circumstances, ‘0 

sow the seed of the kingdom of heaven. ‘Thi 

angels of light cannot enter into his joys, while 
he looks down from the heavenly glory to beholc 

such a harvest of his labours in the remnant o! 

the heritage of his Lord in these remote goings 

down of the sun. 
AMICUS. 
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